


ENTERPRISE PACS WILL NOT SOLVE THE PROBLEM
In the United States, nearly all institutions have a PACS or mini PACS,
which typically encompass an archive, a viewing application (usually part
of the PACS offering), and a reporting solution. In an attempt to survive

in a saturated market, PACS vendors are now offering new systems with Explaining why a prospering
promises of vendor neutral archives (VMAs) to claim multi-network University Radiology Group
capabilities that allow newer PACS systems to communicate more recently joined Strategic
effectively. Howewver, this model still requires groups to purchase new Radiology, URG Chairman Dr.
systems in a marketplace where there simply is little desire to replace Robert E. Epstein explained, “[t]he
significantly expensive systems that currently are operating well. Smart truth is that when you look at
maoney will instead demand a technology that will facilitate consolidation what else is out there ... even a
without needless expense. 100 person group is not large
enough to realize all the potential
THE IDEAL PATH benefits of scale”
New middleware technologies have arisen to make consolidation
sensible - that is to say, they will allow numerous legacy PACS and RIS to Another reason for accelerated
communicate automatically and relatively inexpensively across existing merger activity is what Duvoisin
networks (no matter the vendor), without the need to replace the existing EER ST OIS R R R[]
fully functional systems. The best middleware solution moving forward mass of patients, as health
will robustly, automatically and intelligently connect each entity’s archives EESUSGHTEELT ETCas 1 F:1s SR :112
duplicating data only when necessary for redundancy and performance organizations (ACOs) move
reasons., This ideal middleware solution will also eliminate the need for toward risk assumption.
any active human intervention in the transfer of image and non-image ‘Managing the health of 20,000
radiology data. While software currently exists that enables the robably won't cut it,” he
management of the reading workflow based on individual skills, says. “You need to be managing
availability, workload, subspecialty and schedule of the reading the health of hundreds of
radiologist significantly advancing efficiency, investing in management thousands, if not millions. The
solutions will be counterproductive until the borderless, automated, and CEO of Ascension Health said that
intelligent free flow of basic DICOM and HL7 data has been achieved. his company's goal was to
manage the cradle-to-grave
INTELLIGENCE MOVING FORWARD health of 30 million people.
Consolidating groups, venture capital investors, and managed care Fragmented markets, on the
organizations that fully understand the crucial importance of other hand, are inefficient. You
implementing homogenizing imaging information technology prior to have a lot of small shops out
expansion and subsequent significant technological investment will there, and it's difficult to drive
benefit to the greatest degree in the coming consolidation. The hospital efficiency. All of those factors
groups and investors who focus on business processes, or turf wars have accelerated consolidation

between merging entities, before attending to data integration, among health systems.”
will quickly become vulnerable to the groups who build the correct
foundation first. Every home builder has a blueprint, but always begins construction by laying the foundation.
The consolidating entities who follow this model will find themselves the winners in the future shake-up.
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